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Distance learning : 7 languages

Course developers

Associate Lecturers

Blended tuition (face-to-face/online tutorials)
OERs for synchronous online tutorials
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OERs for language teaching:
—Accessible

—Interactive

—Adaptable

—Reusable

— Objective-based

— Staged interactive activities
—Teaching guidelines

— Copyrights clear



Activating vocabulary
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Activating vocabulary and grammar
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Progression to controlled practice
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Tu aimes les huitres?

J'adore...
J'ai horreur de...

Je n'aime pas...
J'aime
Je déteste
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beaucnup assez
du tout  bien

} ® 1/64 [Likes and dislikes- drinks

~ | [¥] Follow Moderator Ro

Tu aimes.....7

Vous aimez....7
L
d’:‘;fﬁh .
e
no-'..

Julie, tu aimes le vin?
Qui j'aime beaucoup le vin, et toi?
Moi, je préfére la biére. Et toi, Paul?

Moi,je n'aime pas le vin et la biére, je préfére I'eau




Freer practice
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Tu -tout. Correct!

Tu-vous. Non!
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What proportion of the new resources was used/re-used?

Which criteria did tutors apply when selecting a resource?
Were the resources used in their original form or adapted?
If they were adapted, how and why?



OERs in language teaching

Recent research and surveys show that OERs are used but
what is difficult to assess is how

‘Invisible re-use and sharing’ (Beaven, 2013)

3°
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‘... the starting point for any evaluation should be the

reflection on the evaluator’s practice leading to
articulation of the evaluator’s theories of learning and

teaching’.
Tomlinson (2003, p.18)
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—

“Effective adaptation is a matter of achieving
‘congruence’... The good teacher is ... constantly striving
for congruence among several related variables: teaching
materials, methodology, students, course objectives, the
target language and its context, and the teacher’s own
personality and teaching style”.

Madsen and Bowen (1978) in Tomlinson (2012)



Four selective processes:
Selection
Rejection
Adding
Changing

(McGrath, 2002)



McGrath focuses on the two main categories of
adaptation:

— Adaptation as addition (teachers provide additional
examples, additional explanations, additional
exercises = more of the same; further exploitation of
materials)

— Adaptation as change (it is a recognition that an
activity does not do what it was intended to do, or
does not do it as effectively or as efficiently or as
Interestingly as it might)



Ellis (1986) suggested that: “Every teacher is in a very real sense an
adapter of the material he/she uses’, employing ‘one or more of a
number of techniques: supplementing, editing, expanding,
personalising, simplifying, modernising, localising, or modifying
cultural/situational content”.

McDonough and Shaw (1993) and Cunningsworth (1995) talk about
techniques that may be used when adapting materials:

Adding: extending and expanding
Deleting: subtracting and abridging
Simplifying

Reordering

Replacing

o)



Online questionnaire to 32 tutors (new course)
— 11 respondents

— use and reuse of new materials

— reasons for using/criteria

— whether they used as is or adapted

— seeking volunteers for interviews
Semi-structured interviews online (Elluminate)
— 7 volunteers at the end of questionnaire

— 4 made themselves known

— general use of resources/LORO

— language teaching approach

— examples of resources used/adapted

3°



Findings — use of materials

1. Which of the following best describes your choices of resources at
this stage of the module?In the tutorials | have run so far:

| have used only the online
I resources provided for
L152 by the medule...

| have used some of the
B online resources provided

for L192 by the mod...

| have used none of the
B online resources provided
for L192 by the mod...




Indings — use of materials

2. | used none of the online resources provided for L192 by the
module team because:

35

B Strongly disagree
B Disagres

Meither agree
nor disagree

B Agree

B Strongly agree

b. | did not know d. | did not know whar f. | prefer the
how to adapt tham thay ware lbeatad resources provided
for the old course

a. | did notknow . They did not fit e. | could not g. | prefer to create
what to do with them the module objectives download them my teaching
resourcas from scratch



Indings — use of materials

Ja. | used the resources because:General reasons

10

Meither agres
nor disagres

B Agree
B Strongly agree

B Strongly disagres
B Disagres

b.| wasnew to dldid nothave time to

teaching online craate my own r2sources
= | waznaw to teaching ol did notknow & | trusted the source
at baginnars’ laval how to creata my own

online resourcas



Findings — use of materials

3b. Accessibility
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b The matznals wera d.The matenals
claarly laballed could ba pre-viewad

a.The matenzls ware c. Tha matanals a.Tha matanals
easily downloadable were located in were provided with
one cantal place useful guidelines

I Strongly disagres
B Disagree

Meither agree
nor disagree

B Agree
B Strongly agree




Findings — use of materials

3c. Appropriacy

12

10

b.The actvities fittad d.The activities fitted
well with my group siza well with the module
leaming objectives
a.The activities fited . The activities wara
well with the timing appropriate for tha level
of my online tutonals

N Strongly disagree
I Disagree

MNeither agree
nor disagres

I Agree
B Strongly agree




Findings — use of materials

3d. Adaptability
12
31—
a4
I Strongly disagree
6 B Disagree
Meither agree
- disagree
B Agres
4 B Strongly agree
.
{] —]
b was able to adapt d.l wasable to
the resources to suit my change the conent
own tutor group needs of the screens
a.lwas able to adapt c.lwas able to adapt & |was able to adapt
the resources to sutt the resources to the resources to teach

my own teaching style craate new activities in any other environmeant



Findings — use of materials
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a.The aims ware clear

b.The activities
caterad fora mnge

of lkaming styles

c.The activities
halped the studants
to build confidence

d.The activities
encouraged studen=io
interact well online
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I Disagree
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Findings — use of materials

3f. Pedagogy/methodology

12
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b.Tha screensz wars d.The resources suited
suitably sequanced my own teaching styla
within each resource

a.The actiities halpad =.Thare was a clear
to achieve spacific prograssion from controlled
leaming objectves to freer practice

I Strongly disagres
B Disagree

Meither agree
nor disagree

N Agree
B Strongly agree




Findings — use of materials

5. In the tutorials | have run so far, | have adapted the whitebeoards in: (please
tick the statement which best applies)

All of the
resources | used

Some of the
resources | used

MNone of the
resources | used




All tutors are regular users of LORO

Mainly to download resources for their course
They sometimes browse in other OU resources
They do not upload their own resources (IRP/time)
They all adapt some of the resources they use

They all seem to use a communicative approach in
their tutorials

They all agree that the resources are fit for purpose
The guidelines for tutors were useful but not essential



Mainly, the tutors:

Added slides (supplementation/personalising)
Added text on slides (supplementation/expanding)

Changed the look (change/personalising/modifying
culture)

Changed the text (change/expanding)

Changed the approach/the activities
(expanding/personalising)



Examples of adaptation |

New slides
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Tools --> Audio --> Audio set up wizard and do the tests.
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Examples of adaptation -

Used, added text and extended
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Examples of adaptation

Used and extended
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Bien cuit, s'il vous plait.

Deux glaces & Ia vanille.

Une bouteille de vin rouge et une carafe d'eau.
Nous prenons un steak frites et un saumon grillé,

Un piité de campagne et pour

Et aprés?

une salade, s'il vous plait.

Qu'est-ce que vous prenez comme dessert?

Monsicur/madame... qu'est-ce que je vous sers en entrée ?

Quelle cuisson pour le steak ?
Trés bien, et comme boisson?

not used

# Whiteboard - Main Room (Scaled 107%)

M« » b 45/48 Ordering at the restaurant
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Diner

Entreées
Salade de gésiers
Ficelle picarde
Cuisses de grenouille
Foic gras
Feuille de brick a I'ccuf
Gratin de fruits de mer
Salade au saumon fumé

Gambas flambées

Bar au vin blanc

Faux filet a la bordclaise

Brochette de beeuf

Escalope de veau

Entrecéte au Porto
Desserts

Créme bralée

Tarte au chocolat

Café liégeois

Salade de fruits frais

Etavecea?

Vous désirez?

Ce sera tout?

Et comme dessert?

Qu'est -ce que vous prenez?

| le | la la
le la la
le lala




Examples of adaptation
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Les membres de la famille
GODART
soeur sappelle Marie
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...mére s'appelle Marie

..fils s"appelle Marie
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Paul Marianne Héléne Laurent

MW e w | Tallong about one's own family

Tu as des fréres et des sceurs?
Comment s'appelle ton frére?

Et maintenant, c'est a tol!

Mol
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1l s'appelle Gerard.

J'ai un frére et une soeur,




Examples of adaptation
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PERSONNE 1: Sa femme s'appelle Louise,
Sa fe ! lle Louise.
A femme sappefle Loulse PERSONNE 2: C'est Olivier?
C'est Olivier?
Oui! Et maintenant ¢'est 4 toi.
Oui! Et maintenant c'est i toi.
i 4+ M 423 Talking about clothes: game ~ | [ Follow Mode # Whitsboard - Main Room (scalked 117%)

M4+ M Talling shout dothes:game

c'est qui?

Anna i i
Tom Gilles Maria Laurent Amia Gilles Maria Lo

Il est grand, il porte des lunettes, il a des cheveux courts et bruns.
1l porte un tee-shirt jaune... Qui est-il ? nd, il porte des lunettes, il a des cheveux courts et bruns,
C'est Tom!




Examples of adaptation

New slide

M 4 kM 22 Puble Soreen 3

Quelques voeux de NOEL pour vous
el vos proches

JOYEUX NOEL et Bonne Année
écrivons une carte de voeux

Cher Thierry, Chére Marguerite,

Jewvous

el J'espére..........

A vous,
votre amie d'enfance,
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Je vous souhaite
Jje te souhaite

J& vous envoie

VOus Tevoir

santé, bonheur, amour
bisous

bien cordialement

a trés bientdt

votre niéce; votre neveu
volre soeur

Used and extended

# Whiteboard - Main Room (Scaled 1079%)

M« b M 422 [Colours: snap.

(MES
,r Elle porte un pull vert clair...

|
ce C'est correct, / Ce n'est pas correct,

iy | B
H: HEN




Examples of adaptation -

Not used New slide
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. . américaine

écossals ]
francaise

écossaise
américain  canadienne

canadien




Interview 1: To create more interaction between
students

Interview 2: To give more support to students

Interview 3. To emphasise on grammar structures/to
practise language not taught in course

Interview 4: To elicit vocabulary from students rather
than giving it to them

These changes reflect each tutors’ beliefs that they had
described when asked to talk about their teaching
approach.

They agree with the principles but they want to do it in
their own way during the tutorials.



o)

Tutors use the L192 resources because they trust them

The resources are fit for purpose

The teaching guidelines are not always followed

Tutors all seem to follow a communicative approach in their tutorials
They adapt most resources using different techniques

They adapt to suit learners’ needs and teaching styles

They may adapt the resources even if they think they fit with course
objectives, methods and content

Tutors have strong beliefs in their teaching approach



Recommendations to course O]
developers/creators of OERSs -

« Expect most practitioners to change resources
» Acknowledge all teaching styles
« Explain teaching suggestions clearly



s

To look into the reasons for changing in more depth: is it
because they do not understand how the resource work
or is it because they have their own interpretation of what
communicative approach means online?

To fill a gap in the literature about online materials
adaptation

To look into implications for OERs sharing and
collaboration



Any guestions? -

Thank you for your attention.
Do not hesitate to contact us.

Anna Calvi, Associate Lecturer in Italian and Open ELT
a.calvi@open.ac.uk

Hélene Pulker, Lecturer in French

helene.pulker@open.ac.uk ﬂ

L I I
Languages Open Resources Online
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